
Women in Science Seminar
Twelfth Annual

Wednesday,  March 08,  2024

Graham Center 355

8:00 AM -  1 :00 PM

Advocating for 

Leadership in  STEM

Advocating for Leadership in STEM

8:00 AM - 8:30 AM 
Registration & Breakfast

8:30 AM - 8:45 AM
Welcome - Dr. Angela Laird

8:45 AM - 9:30 AM
Keynote - Dr. Deidra Hodges

9:30 AM - 9:45 AM
Break

9:45 AM - 10:15 AM
Dr. Rene Price

10:15 AM - 10:45 AM
Dr. Leila Allen

10:45 AM - 11:15 AM
Dr. Anamika Prasad

11:15 AM - 11:45 AM
Dr. DeEtta Mills

11:45 AM - 12:45 PM
Lunch



Introducing Dr. Deidra Hodges, a trailblazer in
electrical and computer engineering and the first
Black department chair at Florida International
University (FIU). Dr. Hodges, an associate professor
specializing in photovoltaics, assumed the Chair
position at FIU in fall 2021, reflecting her
commitment to academic excellence. Her
extensive professional background includes
significant contributions to NASA, work at IBM, and
roles in the aerospace/defense sector, alongside
teaching positions at respected institutions. At FIU,
Dr. Hodges leads cutting-edge research in
photovoltaics and actively promotes diversity
through mentorship programs.

Beyond her academic and professional
achievements, Dr. Hodges is dedicated to fostering
an inclusive environment, which is evident in her
role as a mentor professor in the Office to Advance
Women, Equity & Diversity at FIU. Her journey
embodies resilience, innovation, and a steadfast
commitment to positive change, making her not
only a distinguished figure in engineering and
sustainability but also a beacon for diversity and
inclusion. Dr. Hodges' impactful experiences and
dedication position her as an inspiring keynote
speaker, offering insights into excellence,
innovation, and the transformative power of
diversity in engineering and sustainability.

Meet The Keynote

Dr. Deidra Hodges
Electrical and Computer

Engineering 
Department Chair

Associate Professor
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Notes

“I tell young people: Do not th ink of yourself ,  th ink of
others .  Th ink of the future that awaits you,  th ink about

what you can do and do not fear anyth ing .”  

- Rita Levi-Montalcini, Italian neurologist and Nobel
Prize winner in Physiology
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Meet Our Speakers

Dr. DeEtta Mills, Director of the
International Forensic

Research Institute and
Chairperson of the

Department of Biological
Sciences at FIU, is an Associate

Professor with expertise in
environmental science and

molecular biology. Leading the
Forensic DNA Profiling Facility,
Dr. Mills' research in functional
metagenomics and innovative
methods, like detector canine

training for pathogen
identification, significantly

contributes to forensic science
and justice.

Dr. DeEtta Mills
Chairperson,

Associate Professor

Biological Sciences,
International

Forensic Research
Institute

Dr. Anamika Prasad, FIU
Associate Professor, focuses
on biobased material design
and tissue biomechanics for
precision agriculture and
healthcare. With a
background from MIT and
industry experience, her
research, securing $1.2 million
in grants, includes the NSF
CAREER award in 2021. Dr.
Prasad's work at the
intersection of materials
science and biology advances
disease detection, treatment,
and biomedical device
development.

Dr. Anamika
Prasad

Associate
Professor

Biomedical
Engineering

Dr. Leila Allen, Founding
Director of FIU's Behavioral

Neuroscience Undergraduate
Program, specializes in

translational neuroscience and
Alzheimer's Disease research

using a pig model. Notably,
she holds patents for RatHat, a

3D printable brain implant
system. Recognized for

teaching excellence, Dr. Allen
received the Faculty Senate

Excellence in Teaching Award
and was named a Top Scholar

for Teaching Scholarship in
Fall 2022. She earned her PhD

and MS in Neurobiology &
Behavior from the University of

California, Irvine.

Dr. Leila Allen
Associate Teaching

Professor

Psychology and
Behavioral

Neuroscience

Dr. Rene Price, FIU Professor
specializing in hydrogeology,
is affiliated with the Center
for Aquatic Chemistry and
the Environment. With a
Ph.D. from the University of
Miami, her research focuses
on hydrogeology,
ecohydrology, and low-
temperature aqueous
geochemistry in carbonate
terrains. Using chemical
tracers, including isotopes,
Dr. Price investigates water
sources and groundwater-
surface water interactions in
locations like south Florida,
the Yucatan of Mexico, and
Mallorca, Spain.

Dr. Rene Price 
Associate Dean,

Professor

University Graduate
School, Earth and

Environment


